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PRESI DENT: Was it?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yes, sir. And, you'll renenber our response
to that was, you cannot defend bl ackmail, in
that kind of a situation.

PRESI DENT: That's right.

EHRLI CHVAN: And that's all that is, is pure blackmail.

PRESI DENT: Huh.

EHRLI CHVAN: And we said, "No dice." and | could be just
as flat out on that as that's the honest to
God truth.

*kkkkkkkkkk*%k

PRESI DENT: Now | et me put, put one other question to
you right. Very painful, | knowit's very

pai nful for you to think of this, and it is
for nme too, but anyway, but, uhh, 1 think it
woul d be hel pful if you had this

consi deration when you talk the rest of the
day, this and that, bother you the rest of
the day | hope. | think the separation
probl em has to be considered. | want you to
| ook at it very coldly, not in ternms of Bob,
in ternms of the President, the needs that we
have and have had, and an at nosphere, M. So
and So, look at this thing, in terns of

your, about how you're involved in terns of
whether it's going to be bad, and what, how
you are involved, what Dean may say. Don't
know what The son-of-a-bitch is going to
say. | don't know what you do with the Dean
(unintelligible) he's obviously very upset.
He's just lashing out. Goddammt, | don't
know what we've been told. | just don't
know, John. Frankly, I'"'mat a loss. W
were all talking frankly, that's why the
counsel was sworn.
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Vell, as | said...
That goddanmm Dean

As | said this norning, | think you can very
truthfully and logically and properly say
t hat

| was trying to bury, | was trying, | was
really trying to probe his thought
processes. | went down every road we

possi bly could. ..
Exactly right.
...and see where we were.

And it paid off. You see, you're the one
who then canme back and said, "I've go to
have that all witten down. Send that man
to Canp David if necessary and have himtake
as nmuch tinme as necessary and let's get it
all down." That's when he was uncovered.

| suppose that really isn't true.
Vell. ..

Not that he was uncovered, it was sinply the
fact that he said, "By God, this thing is
such a cancer and so forth, that | can't
wite it and there's no way we nmake a
statenent,” and | said to you, John, "You
better get into it." Take...

Yes, but | happen to be...
Vell. ..

This may be some neasure of hindsight, but |
really don't think it is because ny very
consci ous contenporary reaction when Dean
cane back and didn't have anything for us,
was, whoops, there's sonething nore here,
because Dean coul d have constructed some
kind of an artful ah, ah, evasion if he
hadn't been so pervasively invol ved.
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(Unintelligible)

For the, for the canpaign commttee or the
Wit e House, or whoever he wanted to
protect, but, uhh, the thing that occurred
to me when, when Bob told ne what Dean said
that he couldn't, he couldn't wite it. |
just had a nental image of the guy sitting
there with big piles of paper saying, "I've
just witten a confession, and I would be
nuts to deliver this to anybody."

Well, that's what we have to say.

Vell, | think, I think that's very very
pr obabl e.

(Unintelligible).

Yup.

Dean's got Shaffer and the rest. | don't

know that he can't be, we nay be able to
exert privilege on Dean before the G and
Jury but we can't before the press. |
(unintelligible).

You can at the trial. And you certainly can
in the press. Unh, uh...

(Unintelligible).

I'"d send, 1'd send a fellow around to talk
to Dean if this is a problem Just say,
"Look here, you are going to be |iable,
separately liable, for breach of
confidentiality and, ah,...

|s that a case?

...\Vell, I think you ought to get Petersen
to advise you on this, but there certainly
is, there certainly is a statutory
protection, and I think you could invoke it.
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(Unintelligible) breach of confidentiality
of a conversation with the President?

Well, no, not as such, but on vari ous
national security bases, |, |I'mjust not
that famliar with the statutes. | don't

know what all you have in the way of
statutory protection, but you renenber that
our Cl A case...

Yeah.

...where the guy was enjoined by the
court...

Yeah.
...we fell back on that body of |aw.

Incidentally, the other point he says that
Dean obvi ously knows all of these and that's
why he says Bittman is gravely concerned
about the matter of the |20 because that
gets himinvol ved.

Sur e.

So, we nmay not, just Dean may tal k about
this but Bittman is not likely to. | would
say, "What the hell is in it for Bittnman to
say that we asked for that."” | just ask

you, does that (unintelligible) the | awer?

Boy, put himin the soup. Puts himin. the

soup, sure.
That he cane and said, "I want 120 for..
You bet .

"“...for, or otherw se you' re going to bl ow
the whistle or sonething.”

Yeah, yeah, you're right.
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EHRLI CHVAN:

So here you've got a --

So this is good information. Wuld be
hel pful, this fits right into our

conversation in there. | will talk, 'l
tell you what I think I would do..

Yeah.

...i1f you don't mind, | will take John

Wl son aside and talk to himabout this
separati on busi ness.

Right, that's right.
He's very wi se and very..

| don't know how and we've got to get his
judgnent on it -- But Bob said this norning
(unintelligible) W have to (unintelligible)
ourselves (unintelligible). 1In a sense

t hough, let's face it, John Mtchell |urks
in the back here -- isn't that what it
really gets down to? But God Al mghty, we
weren't protecting the Wiite House now,
right?

That's correct.

W weren't protecting that, we're protecting
John Mtchell.

Yes sir.
Al the way through.

In the first instance we were protecting
your your re-election in a sense. W didn't
know what from

That's right.

Afterwards, though, this cover up business
was pure Mtchell.

Sure, now. Bob says that, you know, you're,
you're going to |l ook bad if he goes.

Vell, there are two ways of | ooking at that,
obvi ously --



